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A Hew Trensporter Dock for Submeripes 8t fnipyerd Ho. 139, Eouscmo.Lek

17 o
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5 further imtication thet Bbipyerd no. iy, Gonsomolsk plane 0 budld
axcepbionaily large submarines. The uppesrasce of this dock colacides withn

the mm@hmﬁm:ata.mnluﬁﬂaruwlud ciae construction of two largs, nucleer

25X1

subsaringe projects at Koascuwolsk.

it is ostimafed that this

dock onn trensport submarines up to hUU feet in length. A submarine of his
size is iarger then any submarine previously counstructed in the UBSH axi is
only ¥/ feet shorter than the lergesi U5 mciemr mikaarios, the UBE Triton.
Before ﬂm;tpp-umnntsﬁ’thniaquwrﬁﬁ'dnuk,vtmnﬂn canstiructed at
Komsomolsk incivding W-cless submariies znd foriin/Kildin-clase destroyers,
with 1ight drafts of 11 feet, were transported by pontoons. Fontooas were
necesssry beceuse depths in the Amar River and the Tarter Streit sre ss
anallow as 0.5 feet. The use of & transporier dock imstesd ol pontoons
indicates the delivery of ships of even greater drafi. Therelore, tohe op-
pearance of & large traasporter dock is evideace that Xomsomolsi is plaaning

mm-mxmthﬁhm;amitmummaﬁ:afcmmmtumauy.uwmucwwurﬁnm.

K'h!ﬁﬂﬂwhﬁ*&mkillliﬁﬂi&ﬂ&&ﬁf&ﬂmﬁﬂiﬁxﬁtﬁﬁhl%ﬁNWMﬂ.mﬁ enciosed

bow L3 #ny . is iccated in the
bow Lo improve towing quelities. A saali superstructure
vow. High side walls run fro@ tae bow to the stern, which is open.
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froductien and facilities

Tincs the end of orld War TI Shovard Ne. 199, Komsomolsk has concerned
iiself primarily with the construction of a varisty of naval vessels including
Weclass schmarines, Skoryy class destroyers and Riza class 7f'm. The shioyard
currently has under construction three or four new submarine tynes of which two
are estimated to be largze in sise and mclear propelled. In sddi tion, the
ghiipyard ie constructing Kotlin/Xildin clams destroyers,

Yard facilities arpear to have kent pace with the tempo of naval shine
building. By 195k the vard had in everatien four new covered building docks
and mumercus supoort facilities, which can be related directly to the new
Fotlin/Kildin class destrover and the Weclasa submarine milding wooran
which were laid down abomt the sane Lime as these fzcilities went into
operstion.

“#ore recently, two large plate-bending rolls, mew gantry oranes and new
abomatic welding equipment were ndded, This squipmerd appears toc be relsted
to the new submarine milding arosram now in progress. The new transporter
dock is the latest addition and it mmy well be a further indieation of the
plamumd construction of sxveptienally laraze sibmarines at ¥onsomolak,

locational Frobleas

Lomgomolsk iz located 35 miles upstream from the mouth of the Amr

itiver, Although this location orovides a certain sascurity, 1t alse nresents

cartain oroblems as a cender of shivh:ilding, Festrictive water denthe in

the Amur Hiver and the Tartsr Stralt — the shallowest depth enecountered

-
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in the Amr River is 10.5 feet 1/ ami the Tartar Strait, altheugh not wobably
a5 shallow as 10.5 fest i3 very shallow frem the mouth of the Amar Hiver to as
far south as Hys Lasarevka - prohibit the movement of deep draft vessela such
as large naval sirface vessels and submarines end require the use of pontoons
ar transparter docks for reducing draft.” The Weclass submarines and the
Kotlin/Xiléin class destroyers sre the most recent classes at Komsomolak to
have been transported by pontoons. Also, in an effert to reduce draft as
mich as possible, B fitting ocut base for vesssls hms been established
Viadivostok., Figire 1 pressmis 3 msp of the area in which pontoons or trans-

porter docks ave required.
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# The use of floating equipment is mﬁ.xudhultaxnaﬂmmhﬁclkﬁ;. ﬁmﬂd&tm
vered to Halo transport
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UTILIZATION OF THEF. NEW TRAMSPOLTER DUCK

Although in the U3SR both pomboons and transperter docks are common
wethods of reduoing draft, transporter dotks are mish more economical in
tranaport cost than pontoons, Because of this, they sre umially smployed in
slace of pontoons where the transpert distance excesds 500 miles. In addition,
transporter docks excel all other means of reducing draft where the reguired
reduction is sround LO to 50 percemt. 6/
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Avoileble evidence indicates thist the nev tremsporter dock i associated
with Shipyard Ho. 199, Komsomolsk. The only other sres of ship construction in
the For mst thet wmight require the use of a transporter dook is Xhabarowsk.
Hdovever, the size of this dock considersbly emcesds sny requirenent of
Khabarovek. Hor can such a floating dock reascuably be construed to mesn a
repair dock. Adequate repair faciliiies for navel vessels are located st Viad-
ivostok and Sovietskays Gavan. MHore than sdequate repatir facilities for river
vessels exint at Khabarovek end edeguate fecilities sre also aveiladle si
Hikolaevak. The use of the transporter doe: is limited, therefore, to the
novement of newly comstructed vessels out of Komsomolsk.

The appesrance of the transporter dock coineides with the sppesvance of
WfZMWWMGfmm&MMWMWGt
¥omsorwilak. 8Since the oaly other naval vessel besides submerines under con-
struction at this shipyard is the Kotlin/Xiidis class destroyer, which wee
aﬂi%bym,mmrmummwwwmw
for the tressport of submerines from Komsomolek.

The size of the transporter dock indlcntes thet Fomsomolsk ie eonstructing
subiorices of exceptionally lerge sige. This assumption is further strengthened
by the evidence of the construction of two large, nuclesr submarine prejects At
Komeomolsk. From the interpal dimensions of the dock, it is estimated that
subrerines up to 400 Peet in length ean be transported. A submarine 400 feet
long snd displacing 5000 tons ie unusuelly lsvge, end smch larger thes any
subperine known to have been built im the UBSR. A submarine of this size is

oniy 7 Pest shorter then the largest UB bullt sutwarine, the nuclesr UBS Triton. ?
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